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 1 Thursday, October 21, 2021

 2 (Proceedings were had and entered of record, 

 3 but are not transcribed herein.)

 4 MR. ROURKE:  Your Honor, the People call Ed 

 5 Dentzel.

 6 THE COURT:  Thank you.  

 7 Good morning, sir.

 8 THE WITNESS:  Good morning.

 9 THE COURT:  Come forward here for a moment, 

10 face me and then I'll ask you to raise your right hand, 

11 please.

12 (The witness was sworn by the Court.)

13 THE COURT:  Mr. Rourke.

14 MR. ROURKE:  Thank you.

15 ED DENTZEL

16 DIRECT EXAMINATION

17 BY MR. ROURKE:  

18 Q Good morning, sir.  

19 A Good morning.  

20 Q Can you introduce yourself to the jury and 

21 go ahead and spell your last name for the court 

22 reporter, please?

23 A First name Ed, last name Dentzel, 

24 D-e-n-t-z-e-l.

25 Q How are you employed, sir?
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 1 A I am a true crime podcaster.

 2 Q How long have you been doing true crime 

 3 podcasting?

 4 A A little over five years.

 5 Q What did you do before you got into true 

 6 crime podcasting?

 7 A How far do you want me to go back?  It's --

 8 Q Generally.

 9 A -- a little bit of everything.  I've been a 

10 writer; I was a performer in Las Vegas; a lot of 

11 different things.

12 Q Let me ask it this way.  Have you ever been 

13 a law enforcement officer?

14 A No.

15 Q Ever received any law enforcement training?

16 A No.

17 Q Tell me a little bit about your podcast.  

18 What do you do; what's it called, first of all?

19 A It's called Unfound.  I specialize in 

20 missing persons cases, so all the cases that I cover 

21 are unsolved and they are disappearances.  They are not 

22 murder.  So the person vanished at some point and I 

23 have usually family members on the program to interview 

24 them about that disappearance.  We go over who the 

25 person was, the circumstances of the disappearance, and 
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 1 everything that has happened since.  

 2 And like I said, I've been doing that over 

 3 five years.

 4 Q So in the typical case, I'll refer to the 

 5 typical case first, a typical podcast, how does 

 6 information about a particular disappearance come to 

 7 you?  Do you pull it out of the media; do people submit 

 8 ideas to you?  Tell me how that works.

 9 A A variety of ways.  Usually most of the time 

10 we reach out to people using if they have a Facebook 

11 page or a website, or we may see news stories at the 

12 time of the disappearance, whenever that was, because 

13 we could go back to the '80s, '70s, '60s, and we try to 

14 track those people down, email or call them and see if 

15 they want to be on the program and so I can interview 

16 them.

17 Q You a couple different times used the word 

18 "we".  Who is we?

19 A I have assistants.  They're essentially 

20 volunteers that work with me that do certain things, 

21 but I am the person who started the program by myself.  

22 They have come on over the past five years.

23 Q Now, you said the typical genre of a podcast 

24 that you do is not necessarily a murder but simply a 

25 disappearance.  Are we talking about runaways; are we 
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 1 talking about kidnappings?

 2 A Anything and everything.  Of course, there's 

 3 suspicions in many of the disappearances that I cover 

 4 that it was a murder.  It very well could have been an 

 5 accident and the body just hasn't been found.  It could 

 6 be a runaway.  It just depends on the circumstances, 

 7 but everything is on the table, certainly.

 8 Q If one was interested in listening to your 

 9 podcast, how would I find it?

10 A It's on iTunes, Spotify, Pandora, 

11 podomatic.com, all the popular podcasting places.

12 Q I've got to ask, how did you become involved 

13 in this kind of a venture?

14 A I've always been interested in 

15 disappearances.  51 years old, so going back to the 

16 1970s I was interested.  I can remember watching the 

17 show In Search Of with Leonard Nemoy and then it was 

18 Unsolved Mysteries and Cops, and then all through that 

19 I gained a public speaking background, a performance 

20 background, I have a writing background.  All of that 

21 kind of just came together.

22 Q What is Patreon?  

23 THE REPORTER:  What was that?  

24 MR. ROURKE:  Patreon, P-a-t-r-e-o-n.  

25 A Patreon is a site where people if they like 
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 1 a podcast or if they like a certain artist who's maybe 

 2 a painter or a musician, if they wish to contribute 

 3 monetarily to that person, Patreon makes that possible.  

 4 So you as a -- for me, a podcaster, I sign 

 5 up for that and then people who listen to the program 

 6 can go to Patreon and contribute money on a monthly 

 7 basis to the program.  It could be two dollars a month, 

 8 five dollars a month, it just depends.

 9 Q But otherwise does your podcast or any of 

10 the platforms upon which it appears charge any kind of 

11 a subscription fee?

12 A No, the program is free to listen to, but 

13 with Patreon I do provide extra things.  I do write 

14 about all of the disappearances there, so people who 

15 pay get access to that.  I've published some books; 

16 they could have access to that.  But the podcast itself 

17 that comes out every Friday is always free.

18 Q Go ahead and describe for the jury what the 

19 process is that you use to create a podcast.  How do 

20 you do it?

21 A Okay.  What happens is I will find out about 

22 a disappearance.  The most common demographic of person 

23 who appears on the program is the mother of a missing 

24 adult child, and so I will talk to her a few times just 

25 trying to get to know all the facts and the person.  
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 1 Being that I didn't know the missing person, I try to 

 2 get as good a handle as I can.  

 3 And then eventually when I've accumulated 

 4 all the information, sometimes they want me to talk to 

 5 other people as well, I get their permission to record 

 6 all of these conversations we have and then take notes 

 7 on them, and then eventually we get to a point where I 

 8 make what I call an interview outline.  

 9 All the interviews I do for the program are 

10 outlined.  They are not what I would call cold calls 

11 where I just call somebody and we start talking.  So I 

12 create an outline based on the information that has 

13 been given to me, that I've found, and then we use that 

14 outline for the interview.  

15 I send that outline to them.  They look it 

16 over, they approve it.  Sometimes there are 

17 alterations, some things they don't want to talk about, 

18 maybe some things I've missed or forgotten.  We agree 

19 on that outline and then that is what we use to conduct 

20 the interviews.  

21 All interviews are conducted over the phone 

22 and they are recorded, they are not live, and then they 

23 are played at a later date.

24 Q Is there any editing that's done either by 

25 you or by your assistants of these recordings prior to 
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 1 its air date?

 2 A Yes, there can be, but if I interview a 

 3 person for two hours, say, and that's not unusual, the 

 4 interview plays for two hours.  The only things I will 

 5 take out are -- we can take a break, being that it's 

 6 not live, we can go to the bathroom or get a drink of 

 7 water.  Any of those empty spaces will be taken out.  

 8 Anytime we get into a situation where maybe 

 9 I'm confused by what they're saying, we'll stop and try 

10 to work those things out.  That will get edited out.  

11 And then maybe sometimes they'll say something and 

12 they're like, "Well, I didn't really want to put it 

13 that way" and they'll start it again, then I'll take 

14 that out.  

15 Once in a while -- you know, it just depends 

16 if we want to use any names or not.  Sometimes we'll 

17 slip and those will get taken out, but -- so there's 

18 going to be one or two edits usually per interview, 

19 usually.

20 Q And I should have asked you at the 

21 beginning, are you based out of Colorado or some other 

22 state?

23 A No, I live in Clearwater Beach, Florida.

24 Q Specific to this case, Mr. Dentzel, did you 

25 receive an email from an individual by the name of 
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 1 Steve Pankey on October 1st of 2019?

 2 A Yes.

 3 Q Was this email somewhat unusual based on the 

 4 nature of your business?

 5 A It is, yes, it was.

 6 Q Why was the email unusual?

 7 A Because I don't usually interview people who 

 8 are suspected of a crime or of a murder, any type of 

 9 crime.  That's very unusual.

10 Q What did the email that Mr. Pankey sent to 

11 you request of you?

12 A He wanted to come onto the program to tell 

13 his story about how he is innocent in the murder of 

14 Jonelle Matthews.

15 Q Was there any hesitation on your part in 

16 doing this?

17 A There was, yes, there was.

18 Q Why?

19 A Because it's really not what I do.  I was 

20 worried about the perception of myself in the program 

21 because I guess you could say that I'm an advocate for 

22 families.  Even though I might not term myself that, 

23 they might call me that.  

24 And I worried about, well, here you are, 

25 you're supposed to be giving us attention and now 
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 1 there's somebody who's a suspect and now you're giving 

 2 these people attention.  So that was something that I 

 3 really had to contemplate.

 4 Q Ultimately in consultation with the folks 

 5 that you work with did you make a determination to go 

 6 ahead and do the interview as the defendant requested?

 7 A I did.

 8 Q Did you ever meet with the defendant in 

 9 person?

10 A No, I never have, no.

11 Q Over the course of the next couple of 

12 months, Mr. Dentzel, really the next month or so, did 

13 you communicate with the defendant on multiple 

14 occasions?  And when I say defendant, obviously I'm 

15 referring to Steve Pankey.

16 A Uh-huh.

17 Q Did you communicate with him several 

18 different times in advance of the recording of an 

19 interview?

20 A Yes, we had several emails back and forth 

21 before the time that I interviewed him, yes.

22 Q And did those emails include the interview 

23 outline that you've talked about?

24 A Yes.

25 Q Did you create the interview outline or did 
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 1 he?

 2 A I did.

 3 Q Did you send it to him in advance to get his 

 4 authorization for what was on the outline?

 5 A I did.

 6 Q In other words, he got to approve of the 

 7 content before it was recorded?

 8 A That's right.

 9 Q Now, in the course of these previous prior 

10 contacts before the recording did you lay out certain 

11 ground rules, what you call ground rules for this 

12 interview with him?

13 A I would say that there were spoken ground 

14 rules and unspoken ground rules.

15 Q What were those?

16 A The spoken ones were that, of course, the 

17 interview outline, that he would approve it, and that I 

18 would get to ask any question that I wanted.  I felt I 

19 could do that because he was the one who came to me and 

20 this was not something that I usually did.  

21 Unspoken, in speaking to the people who help 

22 me with the program, once again, being that he came to 

23 me, is that if I got into a situation where I started 

24 asking him questions and he didn't want to answer any 

25 then I would just stop the interview and it would have 
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 1 never seen the light of day.

 2 Q Ultimately, Mr. Dentzel, when did this 

 3 interview take place?

 4 A October 14th, 2019.

 5 Q And I think you indicated this earlier, was 

 6 this done over the phone?

 7 A It was, yes.

 8 Q Approximately -- we're going to talk about 

 9 the actual exhibit that I'm going to give you here in a 

10 minute, but what was your recollection of how long the 

11 total unedited recording was?

12 A It was easily over three hours.  I would say 

13 somewhere between three hours and three and a half 

14 hours.

15 Q Do you recall when it aired on your podcast, 

16 or when it was made available?

17 A It was made available to the public on 

18 November 4th of 2019.

19 MR. ROURKE:  Your Honor, may I approach the 

20 witness?  

21 THE COURT:  You may.

22 MR. ROURKE:  For the record, I'm going to 

23 hand him what's been marked as Exhibit 121.

24 Q (By Mr. Rourke)  I'll hand you that, sir.

25 A Yeah.

 



13

 1 Q Mr. Dentzel, for the record I've handed you 

 2 what's been marked as People's Exhibit No. 121.  Do you 

 3 recognize that?

 4 A I do, yeah.

 5 Q And what is contained on that CD/DVD that 

 6 I've handed you?

 7 A The interview I did with Steve.

 8 Q Have you prior to testifying today had an 

 9 opportunity to listen to that?

10 A I did, yes.

11 Q And did you note on that Exhibit 121 your 

12 initials, the date that you listened to it to be able 

13 to identify it in court?

14 A Those are my initials and that's the date, 

15 yes.

16 Q Other than a couple of different edits for 

17 purposes of use in court pursuant to some court 

18 rulings, does that appear to be a fair and accurate and 

19 complete copy of the interview that you did with the 

20 defendant on October 14th of 2019?

21 A Yes.

22 MR. ROURKE:  Your Honor, I would move for 

23 the admission of Exhibit 121.

24 THE COURT:  Thank you.  

25 Any additional objections?  
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 1 MR. VIORST:  Nothing beyond the record we've 

 2 already made, Your Honor.  Thank you.

 3 THE COURT:  Thank you.  

 4 The Court will then receive into evidence 

 5 People's 121.

 6 MR. ROURKE:  Thank you.  Your Honor, at this 

 7 time I would seek permission to publish it.  What I 

 8 would indicate my suggestion to the Court would be is 

 9 let it run for approximately an hour given the length 

10 that Mr. Dentzel has talked about, I'll find an 

11 appropriate place to stop for the lunch break, and then 

12 we can continue after lunch if that's acceptable with 

13 the Court.

14 THE COURT:  Certainly.

15 (The publishing of People's Exhibit 121 was 

16 started.)

17 A JUROR:  Can we turn it up a little bit?

18 THE COURT:  Yes.  

19 MR. ROURKE:  That's the entirety of the 

20 volume on the box, Your Honor.  I don't know if the 

21 Court has an additional volume control on the bench.  

22 The box is telling me this is max volume, Your Honor.

23 THE COURT:  Go ahead and play it for a 

24 moment and I'll see if I can change the volume.

25 So the other option is to lower the 
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 1 microphone down next to the phone, or we'll have to get 

 2 IT in here and see what we can do.

 3 MR. ROURKE:  One other suggestion, I asked 

 4 Ms. White if she can run up to my office, we've got 

 5 larger speakers that we can try to plug in directly to 

 6 the laptop rather than through the courtroom, so if we 

 7 can just have a couple of minutes.

 8 THE COURT:  Sure, no problem.

 9 Sidebar, Counsel.

10 (The following proceedings were had outside 

11 the hearing of the jury.)

12 MR. VIORST:  Can we take five?  I think it's 

13 going to be a few minutes while they're doing the IT 

14 stuff.

15 THE COURT:  If you need a break, we'll take 

16 a quick break.

17 MR. VIORST:  That's fine.  

18 MR. MILLER:  Yeah, that way we can test it 

19 also.

20 THE COURT:  Yeah.  Thanks.  

21 (The following proceedings were had in open 

22 court.)

23 THE COURT:  Ladies and gentlemen, it's going 

24 to take at least five or 10 minutes, so why don't we 

25 take a 10-minute break.  
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 1 Don't talk to anyone about the case, don't 

 2 expose yourself to any media, do any research, don't 

 3 form an opinion until it's submitted to you.  I'll have 

 4 you come back at 11:15.  Thanks.  

 5 Please rise.

 6 (The jury left the courtroom.)

 7 MR. ROURKE:  Your Honor, the only thing I 

 8 would ask for purposes of the people in the gallery is 

 9 not to communicate with Mr. Dentzel since technically 

10 he's on the stand.  That would be my only concern.

11 THE COURT:  Right.  

12 MR. ROURKE:  What I was thinking also is 

13 when Ms. White gets here with the speakers I could 

14 probably even double up and use the microphone --

15 THE COURT:  Next to the speaker.  

16 MR. ROURKE:  I think part of the issue is 

17 Mr. Dentzel on occasions is very loud and Mr. Pankey is 

18 very quiet.

19 THE COURT:  We'll give some time to test it 

20 out and then be back here at 11:15.

21 MR. ROURKE:  Thank you.  

22 (The court was in recess from 11:06 to 11:16 

23 a.m.)

24 THE COURT:  The Court is back on the record 

25 then in 20CR1866.  It appears that we have the audio 
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 1 working much better.

 2 MR. ROURKE:  We do.  Thank you.

 3 THE COURT:  Anything else we need to address 

 4 before we call the jurors back in?

 5 MR. ROURKE:  Your Honor, my suggestion is 

 6 I'll just start it from the beginning again since the 

 7 jurors were having a difficult time hearing the 

 8 defendant.

 9 MR. VIORST:  That's fine, Your Honor.  I 

10 would just ask that Mr. Dentzel get back on the witness 

11 stand, not be in the gallery.

12 THE COURT:  That's fine.  I was going to 

13 allow him given that he's not going to testify for 

14 about three hours once we start this, but if there's a 

15 concern I'll have him at the witness stand.

16 MR. VIORST:  I do have a concern about the 

17 optics.  I'm sorry.

18 THE COURT:  That's fine.  

19 I'll have you back on the witness stand, 

20 please.

21 THE WITNESS:  Yes.

22 MR. VIORST:  I mean I have no problem with 

23 him bringing a beverage or whatever he wants.

24 THE COURT:  Okay.  Please rise.

25 (The jury entered the courtroom.)
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 1 THE COURT:  The Court continues on the 

 2 record in 20CR1866.  The parties and counsel are 

 3 present; the jurors are present.  

 4 I believe we've coordinated a better audio, 

 5 but I appreciate you letting me know that you couldn't 

 6 hear, so if that happens again please just get my 

 7 attention.

 8 MR. ROURKE:  Your Honor, with the Court's 

 9 permission I'll just start it from the beginning so 

10 that the jury can hear all of it.

11 THE COURT:  Yes, please.

12 MR. ROURKE:  Thank you.  

13 MR. VIORST:  No objection.

14 MR. ROURKE:  Exhibit 121.

15 (A portion of People's Exhibit 121 was 

16 published to the jury.)

17 MR. ROURKE:  Your Honor, before we let the 

18 jury go can I have the record reflect that we're at 35 

19 minutes and 5 seconds in the recording, and I'll make 

20 that same record when we start again after the lunch 

21 break.

22 THE COURT:  Thank you.  

23 So, ladies and gentlemen, we are going to 

24 take our lunch break.  I have another matter at 1:15.  

25 I should be able to get you in at 1:30.  If I'm running 
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 1 a little late, I apologize in advance.  

 2 But I'll just remind you again that you must 

 3 not discuss this case with anyone, family, others, 

 4 other jurors, that you not read or listen to any news 

 5 reports of the trial, do not gain any information about 

 6 this case outside of the courtroom, do not form or 

 7 express an opinion until it's finally submitted to you.  

 8 So with that, have a good lunch.  We'll have 

 9 you back here at 1:30, please.  

10 Please rise.

11 (The jury left the courtroom.)

12 THE COURT:  Counsel, anything we need to 

13 address before we take a lunch break?  

14 MR. ROURKE:  No, sir.  And may Mr. Dentzel 

15 step down?  

16 THE COURT:  Certainly, you're welcome to.

17 MR. ROURKE:  Nothing for us.

18 THE COURT:  Mr. Viorst, anything?  

19 MR. VIORST:  No, sir.

20 THE COURT:  Very well.  We'll be in recess 

21 then until 1:30, please.  

22 (The court was in recess at 11:55 a.m.)

23

24

25
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 1 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

 2 The above and foregoing is a true and 

 3 accurate transcription of my Stenographic notes taken 

 4 in my capacity as Official Reporter, Weld County 

 5 District Court on the date above set forth.

 6 Dated at Greeley, Colorado, this 28th day of 

 7 December, 2021.  

 8
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