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 1 Thursday, October 20, 2022, 8:28 a.m.

 2 THE COURT:  The Court is on the record in 

 3 20CR1866.  Parties and counsel are present.  Good 

 4 morning.

 5 MS. BRAZIL:  Good morning.  

 6 THE COURT:  And we are going to continue to 

 7 watch the video; is that correct?  

 8 MR. ROURKE:  Yes, sir.

 9 THE COURT:  Is there anything you want to 

10 address?

11 MR. MILLER:  Judge, I just want to put on 

12 the record, I've been conferring with defense counsel 

13 and as to Daren Ford and Todd Pillard, they're 

14 stipulating that it was properly downloaded by the lab 

15 and turned into a readable format where Detective Prill 

16 and Cash could tell the websites searched and read all 

17 the data that was on his phone, what was deleted and 

18 things like that.  I don't know if we need anything 

19 written -- for phones, computers, all that stuff, 

20 everything that was analyzed via a forensic download of 

21 a device.

22 THE COURT:  I don't think we necessarily 

23 need it in writing.  I think just make a record and 

24 then defense can confirm.

25 MR. HARRIS:  Yes, Judge, our position was 
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 1 that that is expert testimony, but we've already 

 2 conferred with counsel and agree that we would 

 3 stipulate to the foundation for the download of the 

 4 devices, I'll just call it devices.

 5 THE COURT:  Okay.  

 6 MR. ROURKE:  And then based on that, what 

 7 I'll do is just have Detective Prill testify about the 

 8 results that he received from the lab, from those two 

 9 individuals, when he's back on the stand next week.

10 THE COURT:  Okay.  So if you just want to do 

11 that on the record in front of the jury just so they're 

12 -- 

13 MR. HARRIS:  I propose we do that before 

14 Detective Prill testifies, if that makes sense to -- 

15 MR. ROURKE:  Sure.

16 THE COURT:  That's fine with me.  

17 We have all the jurors, so I think we're 

18 ready.  Please rise.  

19 (The jury entered the courtroom.)

20 THE COURT:  The Court continues on the 

21 record in 20CR1866.  Parties and counsel are present; 

22 jurors are present.  

23 And we will continue with Exhibit 121.

24 MR. ROURKE:  Yes.  Your Honor, if the record 

25 could reflect Mr. Dentzel is still present in the 
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 1 courtroom, albeit not on the witness stand, as the 

 2 Court allowed yesterday.  The Court will recall that we 

 3 stopped the recording right at one hour and three 

 4 seconds, and so I think Detective Prill has that queued 

 5 up.  If the Court will allow, I'll go ahead and 

 6 continue playing Exhibit 121.

 7 THE COURT:  Yes.  Thank you. 

 8 (The publishing of People's Exhibit 121 

 9 resumed.)

10 MR. ROURKE:  Judge, perhaps it makes sense 

11 to take a break there.

12 THE COURT:  Sure.  

13 So, ladies and gentlemen, let's have you 

14 back in at five after.  Once again, please don't 

15 discuss the case with anyone, don't do any research, 

16 don't expose yourself to any media, comply with the 

17 social media advisement, and do not form or express an 

18 opinion.  Five after.  Thank you.  

19 Please rise.

20 (The jury left the courtroom.)

21 MR. ROURKE:  Just so the record is clear, I 

22 had emailed the Court, your clerk, and I copied defense 

23 counsel on the email.  I know when we did this last 

24 year it seemed like about an hour was all the jury 

25 could really go.
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 1 MR. MILLER:  Not just the jury.

 2 MR. ROURKE:  I've got a real rough draft of 

 3 a transcript of this that I've been following along, 

 4 and so it seemed like this was a logical place before 

 5 the topic transition, so that's why I suggested the 

 6 break a little bit early.  I think we've got about 

 7 another hour and five minutes to go of the recording.

 8 THE COURT:  That certainly makes sense.  

 9 It's different having live testimony and watching 

10 videos and audios.

11 MR. ROURKE:  And, Your Honor, for the 

12 record, the recording was stopped at two hours nine 

13 minutes and four seconds.

14 THE COURT:  I assumed defense was fine with 

15 that.

16 MS. BRAZIL:  That's fine, Judge.  What time 

17 does the Court want us back?  

18 THE COURT:  Right about 10:00 o'clock, a 

19 couple minutes after.  I just want to bring them in 

20 right at five after.

21 MS. BRAZIL:  Sounds good.  Thank you.

22 THE COURT:  Thank you.  

23 (The court was in recess from 9:42 to 10:04 

24 a.m.)

25 THE COURT:  The Court is back on the record 
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 1 in 20CR1866.  Parties and counsel are present.  

 2 Anything else we need to address before we 

 3 call the jurors in?

 4 MR. ROURKE:  Not from us.

 5 MS. BRAZIL:  No.  Thank you.

 6 THE COURT:  Thank you.  Please rise.

 7 (The jury entered the courtroom.)

 8 THE COURT:  The Court is back on the record 

 9 in 20CR1866.  Parties and counsel are present; jurors 

10 are present.  

11 Ladies and gentlemen, I want to advise you 

12 for tomorrow, we are going to address a number of 

13 issues tomorrow but we're going to be able to excuse 

14 you for the day, so we will not ask you to come in 

15 tomorrow.  We'll have you come back on Monday, and the 

16 gratitude goes to all of the attorneys to be able to 

17 coordinate for us to be able to do that.  

18 So thank you to the attorneys, and we'll 

19 have you come back on Monday.  That way you'll have 

20 tomorrow off, okay?  Any objection?

21 (Jurors gestured.)

22 MR. ROURKE:  No.

23 THE COURT:  So with that, we'll continue 

24 with the exhibit, please.

25 MR. ROURKE:  Yes, Your Honor.  And for the 
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 1 record, we had stopped it at two hours nine minutes and 

 2 four seconds.  There's approximately an hour and five 

 3 minutes left.

 4 THE COURT:  Thank you.

 5 (The publishing of People's Exhibit 121 

 6 resumed and was concluded.)

 7 THE COURT:  The record should reflect that 

 8 Exhibit 121 was published to the jury.  

 9 Mr. Dentzel may return to the witness stand, 

10 please.  And I'll just have you confirm for the record 

11 you understand that you remain under oath.

12 THE WITNESS:  Yes.

13 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  

14 Mr. Rourke.

15 MR. ROURKE:  Thank you.

16 EDWARD DENTZEL

17 CONTINUED DIRECT EXAMINATION

18 BY MR. ROURKE:  

19 Q Mr. Dentzel, I just have a few more 

20 follow-up questions for you.  It sounds to me like, 

21 based on the information that's contained in your 

22 podcast and the few emails that you forwarded to the 

23 Greeley Police Department, that while not exclusively, 

24 largely you relied upon the defendant's own self-report 

25 in crafting the outlined questions and ultimately the 
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 1 questions that you ask in the interview?

 2 A I would say yes, most part.  I did look at 

 3 newspapers.com, other places just to get some more 

 4 facts.

 5 Q Sure.  You talked about having looked into 

 6 such things as whether or not Russ Ross' name had ever 

 7 appeared in the media before?  

 8 MR. HARRIS:  Objection, Your Honor, leading 

 9 the witness.

10 MR. ROURKE:  Rephrase.

11 THE COURT:  Yes.  

12 Q (By Mr. Rourke)  You said you did look at 

13 some other media articles?

14 A I did.  

15 Q But safe to say you didn't ever have a 

16 chance to conduct any other interviews of any of the 

17 other people that were involved, like Angela Hicks or 

18 Angela Pankey, his ex-wife?

19 A I have spoken to Angela Hicks but not until 

20 after I interviewed Steve for that.  In fact, I don't 

21 think I spoke to her until it actually came out as an 

22 episode on November 4th.

23 Q Did you speak to any of the law enforcement 

24 officers involved in the investigation before your 

25 interview with the defendant?
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 1 A No.

 2 Q And certainly not something like a Mark 

 3 Lockwood, who was referred to in your podcast?

 4 A No.

 5 Q Any members of the church?

 6 A No.

 7 Q The two documents that you referred to, 

 8 Exhibit A and Exhibit B as you called them in the 

 9 podcast, were those documents that the defendant had 

10 sent you?

11 A Yes.

12 Q Exhibit A, as I understood it, were the 

13 warrant of detention and the search warrant that was 

14 referred to and executed in Idaho; is that correct?

15 A He sent me a lot of things.  That's probably 

16 correct.  I can't -- he had sent me a lot of things, 

17 sent me a lot of emails I think even after we did the 

18 interview, so I would probably say yes.

19 Q Fair enough.  This Exhibit B, is this a 

20 document, a writing that you refer to as his theory 

21 about what happened?

22 A Yes.

23 MR. ROURKE:  That's all the questions I have 

24 for Mr. Dentzel, Your Honor.  Thank you.

25 THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Rourke.  
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 1 Mr. Harris.

 2 MR. HARRIS:  Yes, Your Honor.

 3 CROSS-EXAMINATION

 4 BY MR. HARRIS:  

 5 Q Good morning.  Steve was a supporter of the 

 6 podcast financially, right?

 7 A He started in August of 2019, yes.

 8 Q And your podcast is distributed through I 

 9 think you said Patreon; did I get that right?

10 A Actually, now it's distributed through 

11 Spotify, but at the time it was distributed through 

12 Podomatic, and Patreon is, like I said, a place where 

13 not just podcasters but artists, all sorts of like 

14 artistic people or independent journalists, things like 

15 that can go and you can get financing, and you can 

16 subscribe and you get access to things that -- extra 

17 stuff.

18 Q In the months leading up to the interview 

19 that we just listened to --

20 A Yeah.

21 Q -- could you describe about how your podcast 

22 would be known by people out in the world?

23 A Yeah.  Since it began, my podcast started in 

24 September of 2016, it's been on iTunes, it's been on 

25 Spotify, all the regular podcast applications.  I have 
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 1 even our own website, theunfoundpodcast.com, I have a 

 2 YouTube channel, et cetera.

 3 Q And anybody who -- I mean I would assume 

 4 that there would be no controversy that Steve would 

 5 have known about your podcast through one of those 

 6 ways, right?

 7 A Yes, I guess so.  He is the one that said it 

 8 in the interview.  I had no idea he was a listener 

 9 until he made himself aware to me.

10 Q And how many -- as the producer of the 

11 podcast, do you know how many people download it?

12 A I have the stats for the podcast.  I know 

13 what they are now.  Would I know what they were three 

14 years ago?  I could probably take a guess.

15 Q Well, I'm just trying to get an 

16 approximation in terms of how big your audience was 

17 roughly at the time when Steve would have approached 

18 you about this.

19 A I would say that -- man, let's say that -- 

20 probably that podcast got downloaded over the course of 

21 the next month, let's just say November of 2019, maybe 

22 10,000 times, maybe, something like that.

23 Q And so anybody who was approaching you about 

24 doing an episode knows that you have an audience of 

25 people, I'm assuming, around the world who --
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 1 A Yes, listeners all over the world, yes.

 2 Q And had you heard from -- had you seen that 

 3 Steve had been running for public office in Idaho?

 4 A I knew about that before I interviewed him, 

 5 yes.

 6 Q How did you know about that?

 7 A Probably just looking him up.  Just when he 

 8 contacted me, whatever date that was, and said, hey, 

 9 I'm a suspect in this murder, I started just the Google 

10 search and there it was.

11 Q Okay.  So he was running for governor at 

12 some point, right?

13 A If you say so.  I don't remember the 

14 specific offices.

15 Q But you do remember seeing websites of some 

16 sort --

17 A Yes.

18 Q -- that showed that he was doing that?

19 A Yes.

20 Q Running for public office?

21 A Uh-huh.

22 Q And you had talked with -- you had asked 

23 some questions about -- well, I guess let me just ask 

24 you this.  You had talked about Steve's personality and 

25 you had mentioned the INFJ.  Why were you asking him 
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 1 about that?

 2 A I didn't ask him about that.  He brought it 

 3 up first.

 4 Q Okay.  Why did you follow up with him about 

 5 it?

 6 A Did I follow up?  That's not how I remember 

 7 it.  I know what an INFJ is.  It's a Myers-Briggs 

 8 personality test, but --

 9 Q When you talked to Steve about that on the 

10 podcast, what did you know about that?

11 A I know that it's a personality test that you 

12 can take online.  It's part of the Carl Jung kind of 

13 psychology, that he put this all together, and now it's 

14 called Myers-Briggs test, something that you can take 

15 online.

16 Q And what do you know about INFJ personality?

17 A Not much.  I just know that myself I am an 

18 INTP, which are very similar to INFJs.

19 Q And what characteristics does that include?

20 A We're kind of introverted, thinker.  Well, 

21 an INFJ is more of a feeler than I am, but we're very 

22 introverted, kind of deep thinker type of people, not 

23 really a people person type of person, I guess.  

24 That's my best guess.  Once again, I'm not 

25 an expert.  The INFJ, the first letter in that is 

 



15

 1 introverted.  That's what I stands for.

 2 Q Okay.  Now, just a couple other things.  You 

 3 had said that there had been a bunch of emails sent to 

 4 you by Steve, right?

 5 A Yes, before and after the interview.

 6 Q Before and after.  And the emails that he 

 7 sent you before, you may have already implied this but 

 8 I just wanted to make sure it's clear, he was seeking 

 9 to come on your show to do the interview, right?

10 A Yes, that's right.

11 Q And he mentioned that he was a podcast 

12 junkie, right?

13 A Yeah, he did, yes.

14 Q Through the same sort of distribution 

15 companies that you've used, are there other podcasts -- 

16 podcasts of a similar nature as this?

17 A Similar to mine?  

18 Q Yeah.

19 A Mine is fairly rare in that I only cover 

20 missing -- unsolved missing persons cases.  I would say 

21 maybe -- there's a podcast called The Vanished that 

22 does the same thing I do, maybe one or two others.  

23 Within the huge realm of the true crime genre of 

24 podcasting, just specializing in missing persons cases 

25 is very rare, but the whole genre is huge.
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 1 Q Okay, I want to talk with you just about 

 2 your knowledge about that.  When did you get involved 

 3 in it?

 4 A I started Unfound, the first episode came 

 5 out the first Friday of September 2016.

 6 Q And between 2016 and the time that Steve 

 7 asked to be on your show, was there a growth in that --

 8 A Yeah, absolutely.

 9 Q -- industry, I guess you would call it?

10 A In the industry, I don't know about that.  

11 Certainly with my podcast, yes, but I couldn't tell you 

12 about the industry as a whole.

13 Q But the popularity of your podcast had grown 

14 from 2016 until Steve had --

15 A That's correct, yes.

16 THE REPORTER:  Sir, could you wait until the 

17 question is finished, please?  

18 THE WITNESS:  Oh, I'm sorry.  

19 THE REPORTER:  Thank you.  

20 MR. HARRIS:  If I could just have one 

21 moment, Judge.

22 THE COURT:  Certainly.

23 MR. HARRIS:  We've got nothing else further.  

24 Thank you.  

25 THE COURT:  Thank you.  
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 1 MR. ROURKE:  And I have no other questions.

 2 THE COURT:  Thank you.  

 3 Any questions from the jurors?  

 4 Very well.  Seeing none, thank you, sir.

 5 MR. ROURKE:  May he be excused?

 6 THE COURT:  I believe so.  

 7 MR. HARRIS:  Yes, Judge.

 8 THE COURT:  All right.  You are released 

 9 from your subpoena.  

10 THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

11 (Further proceedings were had and entered of 

12 record, but are not transcribed herein.)
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 1 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

 2 The above and foregoing is a true and 

 3 accurate transcription of my Stenographic notes taken 

 4 in my capacity as Official Reporter, Weld County 

 5 District Court on the date above set forth.

 6 Dated at Greeley, Colorado, this 27th day of 

 7 January, 2023.  
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